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Next TRACS Meeting 7.30 pm 12th November at the Irymple Bowls
Club.

Loxton trip for tractors departs 31st October from Dave Beard’s —Note
the change of date and see the next page for details.

Cars and trucks to arrive on the weekend.

Congratulations to Angus
McKenzie for his award of ‘Pull of
the Day’ at the 2025 Tractor Pull



TRACS—What’s On in The Next Few Months.

October 2025

. Friday 31st—tractors depart for trip to Loxton. Return Monday 3rd November

November 2025

o Saturday 1st and Sunday 2nd—club day in Loxton.

. Sunday 9th—Merbein Motor Show

o Wednesday 12th—TRACS Meeting

o Sat and Sun 15th and 16th—Bendigo National Swap meet
December

. Sunday 7th—day trip to mark 80th Anniversary of The
Hattah Store—depart Red Cliffs at Big Lizzie 10am. Re-
turning to Wilga Rd.

. Sunday 7th—TRACS end of year dinner and December
meeting at Wilga Rd. Meeting to start at 5pm and fol-
lowed by meal.

January 2026

o Wednesday 14th—TRACS Meeting
February 2026

. TRACS Meeting

April 2026

o Late April—Danny Lee Trek—Dawn Service at Kulkurna
Stn.

May 2026

o Sunday 3rd—likely Australia Day

o Friday 15th and Saturday 16th—Mildura Field Days
June 2026

o Weekend 5th to 7th—Wentworth Flood Rally. All period
correct machinery welcome

o Friday 5th—TRACS trek from Red Cliffs to Wentworth

. Saturday 6th— Travel Wentworth to Pomona and then
lunch at Fort Courage. Return via Junction.

o Sunday 7th—display/parade in Wentworth main street.
August 2026

. Sat 29th and Sun 30th—Wentworth Show

September 2026

. Tractor Pull

Tractor Trek to Loxton Friday 31st
October to Monday 3rd November

Phone Dave Beard on 0427 060 199 for
details and to let him know you are
coming.

Total 350 km and with fuel, fruit and
veg available at Loxton—no fruit to go
into SA.

3 Friday 1st—depart Dave’s
property 8am and travel via
Meridian Rd and Settlement Rd

o Camp at Shearer’s Hut—130 km
for the day

3 Saturday - drive to Loxton (53
km), visit The Pioneer Village

o Stay overnite at Loxton Caravan
Park—approx. $30

3 Sunday—head home via bush
camp at Merrinee Rd

. Monday—return home 53km.

Pickups on Meridian Road to suit. Roads
are in good condition.

Trucks and Cars to meet in Loxton for
the weekend.
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Several issues were Discussed at the last TRACS Meeting.

Firstly, it was resolved to change the dates for next years Australia Day and Tractor Pull. One in
Autumn and the other in Spring.

Australia Day is to be in the first half of May. With Mother’s Day on the 2nd Sunday and the Mildura
Field Days the following weekend, Australia Day would be on Sunday 3rd May next Year.

The Tractor Pull to be in Early September to avoid the football finals. With Father’s day on Sunday 6th,
the options become Sunday August 30th or Sunday 13th September. Date to be confirmed.

Several other issues were raised and these will be considered in the context of next years AGM.
. What is the expectation of member’s involvement in TRACS activities?
3 What is the expectation of members with Club Permit Vehicles?

. With the increased cost of postage, should Newsletters be emailed only? Or alternatively a
differential membership charged for mailed Newsletters?

A NEW MAGAZINE FOCUSING ON HISTORIC MACHINERY
Shortly there will be a new magazine published, Historic & Vintage Machinery Australia (“H&VMA”).
The magazine publisher/editor is a very experienced professional on publications relating to our
interest.
The NHMA believes that it is very important that we have a magazine that focuses on the restoration
and preservation movement. As an indication of the NHMA’s commitment, the association will be
sponsoring and supporting the initial development and publication of the new magazine.
In the initial stage, up to 6 electronic editions of the publication in a PDF format will be free to NHMA
clubs, their members and interested parties. When the magazine is operating in its own right, any
subscriptions and required charges can be arranged directly with the publisher.
This type of magazine relies on content sourced from people in the restoration and
preservation community. We will nheed to support the magazine with articles and information
which would be of interest to other readers. It may be about a restoration project, some local
history, an unusual item, or perhaps a request for information on a related subject. The
movement is diverse so the range of topics can be wide. Perhaps clubs might be prepared to
share articles from their own club magazine.
The NHMA will become a regular contributor with news, safety information, and a particular focus
on our junior membership.
To facilitate the project, the NHMA has appointed a liaison person to receive subscriptions and
articles, etc., for the editor.
The contact emailis editor.nhma@gmail.com
Please send your articles to the contact email address.
Requests from individuals for inclusion on the subscription list should be sent to the contact
email address.
It would be appreciated if clubs could pass this information on to their members.
Paid advertising will be by negotiation with the publisher. Contact details will be provided on
request.
Please support us in the creation of this very worthwhile project.
Please contact me if you require any further information or assistance.

Allan Wheaton

Magazine NHMA Liaison
0408 899 775
editor.nhma@gmail.com




The 2025 Tractor Pull.

We had 48 vintage tractors on the Sled
and more equipment on display.

The weather was not ideal but the shed
and the verandah made it manageable.

Thankyou to all the TRACS members
who made this possible. The gate, the
catering, the marshalling of tractors onto
the sled all worked well and contributed
to a successful day.
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Clockwise from top left,
Angus McKenzie with
his sister and
grandfather. a Farmall
H, Dave Beard on his
AW?7 International, a
somewhat lazy dog, an
International crawler
with starting services by
Honda Corporation,
Cooper Richardson on a
Chamberlain, Ray
Carter’s Bulldog and
lastly Barry McNabb on
his Ford County fitted
with standard blade.




I MECHANIZATION

June, 1949

USE THE

T\BEWHE[LA .

MONKEY WINCH

A day of pulling trees

_and stumps will do
more harm to your
tractor than months
of ploughing. This hand-power
machine is built for the job. It
pulls large trees without digging.
Write for catalogue, to

TREWHELLA BROS. PTY. LTD., 177, Rolfe Street, Smethwick, Staffs.
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* A Rotavator was awarded
the R.A.S.E. Silver Medal
at the Royal Show, 1949

Immediate Delivery Prices from £165

Write for illustraied feaffeis (o, ROTARY HDES LIMITED. 114 STATIOK ROAD EAST HORNDOMN. ESSEX. Herongate 361

this month

Several wanted to buy or sell advertisements

« Jock Macdonald from Coleambally is
looking for a Chamberlain Super 70 or
90. His phone number 0427 970 992

Lou Grivec would like to find a new
home for his 1961 FE35. Running well
when last used and incl. a linkage saw
bench. Another tractor for spares. Lou’s
daughter is Yelena Richardson and her
phone number is 0439 773 960

. Joe Fox has 2 Howard DH22’s for sale. 1

in sound order and the other for parts.
His phone number is 0427 502 833

Howard DH22
tractors may have
their limitations,
but they were a
big improvement
over alternatives
from the time.

An interesting
philosophy at top
left. Usea
Trewhwlla
Monkey Grubber
to avoid being
cruel to your
tractor........
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BRITISH FARM MECHANIZATION

April, 1949

The “County’ Tracklayer

The “County ™ tractor is mounted
on full tracks. The machine with
“Fordson Major" engine and gearbex
is available only as a complete tractor
with track assembly fitted. Separate
tracks for convertingexisting wheeled
tractors cannot be supplied.

DESIGNED and produced by County

Commercial Cars Lid.,, Fleet, Hants,

the *“County” Tracklayer incorporates the

Fordson Major green-spot engine and

gearbox transmission. It weighs 3 tons

3 cwt., and has a trcad pressure of 4} Ib.
square inch.

"Tests have been carried out by the National
Institute of Agriculrural Engincering and
the Ford Motot Company Ltd. The
photograph shows a machine that has done
over 4,000 hours’ actual field work.

It should be realized that the “County™
Tracklayer is not a conversion in the sense
that Fordson Major owners can cither buy
the track assembly separately or have their
machine converted: the *County” Track-
layer is being made eatircly from new
components.

Although orthodox in _principle, the
design includes several new features patented
by the makers. There is no di erential,
Power is transmitted from the gearbox to
the sprockets via spiral-bevel pinion and
crown wheel, two steering clutches and two
straight-toothed reduction-gear assemblics.
The steering clutches, mounted onc each
side of the transmission housing, are
dircetly driven from the crown wheel.

Fach clutch comprises a pair of internal-
expanding spring-loaded shoes, 10} ins.
by 33 ins. wide, which expand against 2
brake-drum splined on to the reduction-
gear pinion during operation.

An independent hand-steering lever oper-
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Le Tracteur * County'' est monté
completement sur chenilles. La
machine, avec moteur et boite de
vitesse ‘*Fordson Major,"” n'est
seulement disponible que comme
tracteur complet avec chenilles
montées. Il ne peut étre délivré
de chenilles séparées pour convertion
des tracteurs 2 roues déja existants.
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ates the releasc mechanism, which frees
the drum from the shoes during turning.
A foot-operated brake band contracts on the
outer periphery of the drum when sharp
turns are being made. Adjustments to
clutch and brake can be made without
disturbing other components.

Diagrammatic illustration shows the suspension and transmission layout.  Note
method of anchoring transverse spring to track frames. Steering clutch and brakes
can be removed without disturbing final drive gears. On production models,
steering brake pedals are mounted together on the nearside, the transmission
clutch being on the right, as with the standard model Fordson Major,

El tractor ““County” estd montado

sobre bandas sin fin orugas com-

pletamente. Estd maquina, con motor

y caja de cambios ““ Fordson Major,"

esta disponible tan solo como tractor

completo con el conjunto de banda
sin fin colocado.

Sprockets ate reversible to obtain equal
wear on each side of the driving teeth.
The tracks comprise hardened steel pins
and bushes pressed into steel links carrying
12-in. plates (wider plates are available).
The bushes are non-interlocking, which
means that they can be turned or renewed
with the shoes in place. Track adjustment
is by single-threaded adjuster connected to
the front idler unit,

Each track frame is flexibly attached to the
tractor body at three points: a Silentbloc
trunnion at the rear, a transverse spring
extending to both frames at the centre, and 2
Silentbloc jointed radiusarm above thespring.

Interchangeable Rollers

Five double-flange bottom rollers carry
each track frame. Each roller is carried on
two ball bearings and has replaceable steel
tyres. ‘To prevent high-pressure lubrication
forcing the oil and dirt seals, each roller has a
safety device design to release excess oil
pressure. Rollers are interchangeable to
offset the extra wear which is characteristic
of this type of tracklaying equipment.
Each track is supported by a spring-mounted
top idler roller, a design which is claimed to
reduce noise and track impact. A swinging
drawbar pulls from a point towards the
centre of the tractor, and a sump guard
extends from beneath the radiator to the
centre spring.

The design permits the use of Fordson
hydraulic equipment. The tracklayer can
also accommodate the standard Fordson
pulley, power take-off and electrical fittings.
Drawbar pull as tested on dry grass. 1st
gear, 6,000 Ib. limited by track slip. 2nd
gear, 4,200 lb. limited by engine stall.

Nominal speeds in forward gears arc:
1st gear, 1.6 m.p.h. ; 2nd gear, 242 m.p.h.
3rd gear, 3.338 m.p.h. Alternative ratios
are available.



