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Next TRACS Meeting Wednesday 11th March.
We will be having a pre-meeting BBQ—6.30pm start at The Bowling Club.

Coming Events for TRACS

Dawn Anzac Day Service at Kulkurna
Stn. Depart Dave Beard’s 9am Friday
24th. April.

Australia Day—Sunday 3rd May.

Mildura Field Days—15th and 16th
May.

1956 Flood Anniversary Rally— June
King’s Birthday Weekend—Friday to
Sunday.
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FLOOD RALLY

1956-2026

Details for all the above inside.




TRACS—What’s On in The Next Few Months.

February 2026

o Sat 28th and Sun 1st March— International Harvester Club of Australia rally at Hamilton—incl Bedfords.
March 2026

. Sunday 8th—Clunes historic vehicle show.

. Wednesday 11th—TRACS Meeting at Irymple Bowling Club—note 6.30pm start for a
BBQ prior to the meeting.

. Sat and Sun 21st and 22nd—Stawell Tractor Engine and Hobby Rally. The theme is Fordson tractors and
lighting plants.

April 2026
. Wednesday 8th—TRACS Meeting

o Friday 24th April—depart Dave Beard’s 9am for Anzac Day Dawn Service at Kulkurna Stn. Return via River-
land and arriving back Tuesday =

May 2026
o Sunday 3rd—Australia Day at Wilga Rd.
. Wednesday 12th— TRACS meeting

o Friday 15th and Saturday 16th—Mildura Field
Days

June 2026

o Weekend 5th to 7th—Wentworth Flood Rally.
All period correct machinery welcome

o Friday 5th—TRACS trek from Red Cliffs to Went-

worth

o Saturday 6th— Travel Wentworth to Pomona
and then lunch at Fort Courage. Return via Junc-
tion.

o Sunday 7th—display/parade in Wentworth main

street.
. Wednesday 10th—TRACS Meeting ),
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. Sat 29th and Sun 30th—Wentworth Show f I e I gjja y S NI

- www.mildurafielddays.com.au

September 2026
. Sunday 6th—Tractor Pull Walis | OgFiUNGS  Transport
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Geoff Lane has supplied this note re the hazards of mixing Brake Cleaner and Argon

Gas when welding. Argon is routinely used in both Mig and Tig welding. Be careful.

“] Thought 1 Was a Goner”

Yep - | genuinely thought | was a goner.

And the scary part is just how easy it was to get into trou-
ble.
Please take the time to read this and pass it on.

Over the years, we all see warning labels so often that they
fade into the background. We buy chemicals and sprays
over the counter from the local parts store and think, How
bad can this really be? If it’s on the shelf, it must be safe
enough. That assumption nearly Killed me.

This is how my story starts.

| had a rush job welding four diesel tanks that were badly
pitted from corrosion. Normally, | spray a littie carb cleaner,
wipe it off, light the acetylene torch, and preheat the area to
burn off any remaining solvent before welding. This time,
the servo (petrol station) near me was out of carb cleaner,
so | grabbed a can of brake cleaner instead and followed
my usual routine. The shed door was open and the exhaust
fan was running — or so | thought, safe enough.

| started TIG welding around 3pm on Thursday and had no
problems initially. Then | moved onto a heavily pitted area
and unknowingly hit a couple of drops of brake cleaner that
were still sitting deep in a pit. As | came close with the
torch, there was a small puff of white smoke - and instantly
I nearly passed out.

I managed to stagger outside and sit in fresh air for a while.

After about ten minutes, | went into the house and sat at
the computer to read the warning label on the brake
cleaner. That's when my whole left side began shaking un-
controllably for 10-15 minutes.

The can stated:“Vapours may decompose to harmful or
fatal carrosive gases such as hydrogen chloride and possi-
bly phosgene.”

That stopped me cold.

| started researching hydrogen chloride, then phosgene.
The active chemical in the brake cleaner was tetrachloro-
ethylene (perchloroethylene). When exposed to exces-
sive heat — and in the presence of argon, which is used in
MIG and TIG welding — it can produce phosgene gas.
Phosgene is no joke.

A few facts:

° It can be fatal at concentrations as low as 4 parts
per million

° Symptoms may be delayed 648 hours

° There is no antidote

Long-term effects can include chronic bronchitis, emphy-
sema, and pulmonary cedema

By this point my breathing was laboured. | called my wife at
work (about 20 minutes away). She told me to call an am-
bulance - 1 didn’'t. Instead, | waited another hour at home.
| felt slightly better and decided to drive into town to meet
her for dinner, reasoning that it would put me closer to the
hospital if things worsened.

The chlorine taste and smell in my nose and mouth were
still overwhelming. Fresh air actually made it worse. | went
home again, hoping time would fix it.

It didn't.

Around midnight, | started coughing and developed chest

pain. | convinced myself a night’s sleep would sort it out.
Friday was worse. My kidneys started hurting. | drank large

amounts of water and orange juice. For four days | passed
large volumes of clear, odourless urine. By Saturday | was
in significant pain.

Sunday was marginally better. Monday and Tuesday | was
weak but functional. | even spent some time back in the
shed — a mistake in hindsight. By then my urine was dark
and strong-smelling, and | still hadn't been able to go to the
toilet properly. | was exhausted, but stubborn.

That Friday, thinking | was improving, | drove to the Lake
Goldsmith Rally - a 650 km trip. | felt weak and tired the
whole time. On Sunday | felt dreadful and left early, arriving
home around 10pm. My wife said | looked terrible.

At midnight everything crashed.

| lost my balance, became confused, dazed, and could
barely speak. | was taken to the local hospital Emergency
Department. My oxygen levels were low, blood sugar out of
control, | had vertigo and severe chest pain. | was admitted
straight into ICU.

Doctors told me my kidneys had likely shut down for sev-
eral days. My lungs were damaged. | needed oxygen and
insulin. Poison Information was contacted, but there was
little they could do — with phosgene exposure, it's rest and
hope.

I underwent CT scans, MRI, ECGs (electrocardiogram),
EEGs (electroencephalogram), and countless blood tests.
The seizure | had earlier was confirmed as chemical-
induced. Thankfully, no permanent neurological damage
was found. However, the MRI showed fluid build-up near
the brain and severely scarred sinuses. The gas had
burned my sinuses, which then became infected. Multiple
doctors told me | was extremely lucky to be alive.

I am now under the care of a toxicology specialist. | may
have emphysema and chronic bronchitis. My sinuses are
permanently scarred, and my sense of smell is damaged. |
still experience that chlorine taste and smell. I'm seeing an
ENT specialist and undergoing ongoing testing for pancre-
atic damage. My blood sugar remains difficult to control,
and insulin had little initial effect.

Recovery is slow. Sleep is disrupted. Fatigue is constant.
But | am improving.

Why tell this story?

Because if it saves one person from iliness — or death —
then it was worth going through.

In my own shed, | later found other chemicals containing
xylene, toluene, methylene chloride, ketones, pentane,
cyclohexane, heptane, MEK, methanol, tetrahydrofuran,
petroleum naphtha — and more. Every single one carries
serious health risks if misused.

The point is simple:

Read the labels. Know what you’re using. Understand
how heat, welding, and chemicals interact.

Just because it's sold over the counter does not mean it's
safe.

| thought | knew better.
| was wrong.




The 2026 Danny Lee Trek

In 2026 we travel to the Dawn Anzac Service at
Kulkurna Stn.

Depart from Dave Beard’s 9am Friday 24th April, travel
to Kulkurna and camp for the night. 106 km.

Dawn service on the 25th.

Depart Kulkurna after lunch with a bush camp near the
SA Border.

On Sunday travel to Cobdogla and camp at The
Cobdogla Caravan Park.

On Monday morning meet with John Victor at
Cobdogla and Loveday.

Arrive back in Mildura on Tuesday pm.

The usual warning—no fruit and veg into SA.
Please advise Alan Whyte or Dave Beard if you are coming on the trip.

Will have to book sites at the Cobdogla Caravan Park and advise Kulkurna and John Victor of likely
numbers.

TRACS and the ‘56 Flood Anniversary.

It is likely there will be people camping at Wilga Rd on the Thursday evening.

TRACS is responsible for the Friday Tractor Trek from Wilga Road to the Abbotsford Bridge. This will
involve-

. Several members to organise participant registration and the mandatory safety briefing prior to
the departure from Wilga Rd. at 9am.

. An identical safety briefing will be at Wentworth Showgrounds at 6pm—but there is only a need
for participants to attend one of them.

. Provision of guidance to ensure people arrive at and depart from Dimasi’s tractor collection in an
orderly manner. Again, will need several members to do this.

. Ensuring the crossing of the Highway at South Merbein (Cowanna Ave.) is done in a safe manner.
This may have Police involvement.

. Provision of lunch at either Dave Beard’s property or the South Merbein School. A basic BBQ, but
will need several members to have this ready for when the Tractors arrive.

. Provision of guidance for the trip to Abbotsford Bridge and to ensure a coherent assembly of
tractors prior to crossing the Bridge. Expect to arrive at the Bridge about 2pm.

. It is anticipated that there will be Police involvement in crossing the Bridge.

. NSW Police and Wentworth Council will be involved from the Bridge to arrival at Wentworth
Showground at about 4pm.

. A bus will be available to transfer participants back to Wilga Rd. if necessary—TRACS are not
organizing this.




70 years on Wentworth Flood Rally 1956-2026
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Entrant’s Name

Postal Address
Phone

Email

Please cross the boxes for the days

you will be trekking.

Entry Type
(Tractor, Truck, Car)

Make

Conditional
Registration
(Compulsory unless
you are a Club
Member)

Club Membership

Driver’s Name

Entry Conditions

Indemnity

Declaration &
Confirmation

Privacy and
Personal
Information
Protection
Notice

Signature

Print Name

Friday 5" June to Sunday 7" June 2026 <o
Wentworth

SHIRE COUNCIL

Do you

require

the Saturday
Friday

bus?

Yes or No

(Circle your answer)

Static (No Fee)

ondi '
1 (

Year of Manufacture
or approx. age of
Tractor/Truck/Car

YES

Registration
No.

or NO (Circle your answer)

NHMA No.

Driver’s Licence No.

1. Tractors must be capable of travelling at a speed of 16 kms p/h and be in sound mechanical and roadworthy
condition. Tractors judged to be unroadworthy will be required to remain in a static display.

2. Mounted implements are welcomed and encouraged, eg scoops were a vital part of the levee bank building.
No implements are to be towed.

3. Drivers must be licensed and legally able to drive on NSW Roads. Only 1 person per seat per tractor.

4. No alcohol is to be consumed whilst in charge of a tractor.

All entrants, owners & drivers who enter and participate in the Wentworth Flood Rally 2026 ENTER AT THEIR OWN RISK. The
organisers, promoters and sponsors of the event, their agents and employees accept no liability for any loss or damage suffered
by, or to, any entrant, owner or driver by any means, act or omission through any circumstances. The entrant hereby agrees to
indemnify and hold harmless the organisers, promoters and sponsors of the Wentworth Flood Rally 2026, their agents and
employees, against all actions, suits, claims, proceedings of damage or loss, however so arising out of the entrant participating in
the Wentworth Flood Rally 2026.

| hereby declare that the Entry listed above (tractors/static display tractors, trucks or cars) are fit for purpose and are safe.
Any mobile rally entries are appropriately insured and are legally registered to travel on NSW Roads. Nominated driver
will hold appropriate driver’s licence. Abide by the events WH&S requirements, directions from the rally organizers and
obey all NSW road rules and guidelines.

We are collecting this information to process your request. We may not be able to do so without it. Supplying this
information is voluntary and it will not be used for any other purpose without seeking your consent. We will store your
personal information on our systems or in our offices, where it will be used by our staff and contractors. Other people
can request access to it under the Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009. You can ask us to suppress your
personal information from a public register and we will consider your request in line with the Privacy and Personal
Information Protection Act 1998. Our Privacy Management Plan sets out how you can access or correct your personal
information. Please visit www.wentworth.nsw.gov.au for a copy of the plan.

X

By signing or typing my name above | agree to the conditions of entry
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(Place a (x) box)

I:I $150 per person How many? x $150 =%

Includes: Gift, Friday local tractor collection donation, Friday lunch, Friday briefing dinner (3 x course),
Saturday breakfast, morning tea & lunch and Sunday breakfast

D EXTRA person/s FRIDAY NIGHT Dinner How many? x $55 $
3 x Course Roast Dinner, 6:30pm
Wentworth Showgrounds Community Pavilion

x $25

$

D 2026 Metal Commemorative Badge How many?

TOYTAIL
1 AA
I VIML

Please attach any additional information and/or photographs you have about your entry and give permission
for photos taken over the weekend for use in publicity or promotion related to the 70 years on Wentworth
Flood Rally!

Return
. . EMAIL: tractor@wentworth.nsw.gov.a
Entries:- AR
IN PERSON: Wentworth Visitor Centre, 61 Darling Street, Wentworth

Payment |:| Direct Deposit |:| Over the |:| Cash
Options BSB: 633 000 ACC:111 053 492 Phone with

Reference is your: Surname, first name Credit Card
EanirieS Phone: 03 5027 5080 (wentworth Visitor Centre) Email: tractor@wentworth.nsw .gov.au
TREKKERS PLEASE NOTE:

Friday 5 June, 8:30am Compulsory Safety Briefing at TRACS grounds, Wilga Road, Red Cliffs

Friday 5 June, 6pm Compulsory Safety Briefing at Wentworth Showgrounds Community
Pavilion, Wentworth for the SATURDAY TREK

D Date Received

Office Use Only D PAID Direct Deposit/ VEND /Cash Number:

[:' Copy of UVP/NHMA Insurance

£ " Community Bank
W E NN6-R T H ' Bend|g° Bank Wentworth & District




The Leading Name for Power Sprayers .. .

RONALDSON - TIPPETT

A Range of Models to Suit Every Possibie Reguirement !

® Type VE, 2-wheel
Spray Plant, with
Pneumatic Tyres.

® Type SA, 2-wheel
Spray Plant with
Pneumatic Tyres.

® Type N, 2-wheel
Spray Plant, with
Pneumatic Tyres.

o l\s hnl Spray Plants
; Pneumatic

0 mall. Vat.
FR-—180--200 gall.
Vat.
® Our Latest! Twvpe K1,
with 4% n.p. Air-
cooled  Engine el
Quadruplex Pump
mounted at  penr of

300 gall. Var,

RONALDSON

Ask any of the largest and oldest growers in the
Commonwealth why they own and use Ronaldson-
Tippett Power Sprayers so extensively, and they will
point with pride to the faithful service their plants
have given year after yenr with the very minimum
of attention and duplicates.

They get this splendid service becanse Ronaldson-
Tippett engineers build faithfully and keep in mind
the grower's nceds always, There iIs o R-T plant
for every purpose in orchard eor farm.

That is why TRonaldson-Tippett Spray Plant sales ® Type VF, 2-wheel
overshadow all others. Spray Plant Duplex
Pump, 60 gall. vat.

Some Big R-T Spray Plant Owners

Pullay & Nephew, Ardmona .. .. .. 15 plants
Turnbull Bros.,, Shepparton .. .. .. 8 plants
Toomuc Valley Oxchards .. .. ., 6 plants

The Eagle Family, Harcourt .. .. 7 plants

Government and Defence Plants
throughout Australia .. .. .. 74 plants

® Type SA, 2-wheel
Spray Plant Duplex
Pump, 80 gall vat.

Why R-T Sprayers Lead....

® Totally enclosed, roller-bearing Ronaldson-
Tippett petrol Engine, with automatic
lubrication.

¥Engine protected against spray and dirt.

Spray Pump totally enclosed, with all main

working parts running in an oil bath.

Valve seatings and valve are replaceable,

giving three times the usual life.

Drive between Engine and Pump is silent ® e FN

roller chain on large plants and vee q-)]l,,‘.“, Plant Duplex
belt on small plants. 1”‘111;1i> 100 gail. ot

Agitation system con all plants gives tho- 3

roughly mixed and consistent spray.

Vats of special timber, scasoned, fitted and

painted to stand up to all rigours of
hard working life.

® Big doors on vat for easy filling. Strainers
easy 1o get at without breaking joints.

® Sirong frames, well stayed. Extra strong
wheels, fitted with special =and
washers.

) No pains are spared to make these Spray-
ers the best obtainable today. Inbuilt
guality means strength, 7reliability,
long life with extremely low upkeep.

® Type VB, Stationary

Place Your Order Now ? spray Plant, Duplex

BROS. & TIPPETT PTY. LTD.

Largest Manufacturers of Power Sprayers in Australia
Head Office and Works: Ballarat. Showrooms: 628 Bourke St., Melbourne

QUEENSLAND: NEW SOUTH WALES: SOUTH AUSTRALIA: WEST AUSTRALIA:
Ronaldson Tippett (Q’Id.) Ronaldson Bros. & Tippett The Implement Co., The Westralian Farmers Ltd.,
Pty. Ltd. — Parbury House, Pty. Ltd. — Frazer House, 92 Grenfell Street, Adelaide. 5

Eagle Street, Brisbane.

42 Bndge Street, Sydney.

: - Horticultural Spray

'MOLE’S PATENT The ; KNAPSACK Equipment has

KNAPSACK

ya KNAPSACK SPRAYER
‘(/3 um.ts PATENT- N2 112459
kNOB!L DE LUXE

S WITH PATENT

%!

. -

R ROTARY DUSTER

BALL-BEARING FAN SHAFT

FINEST MACHINE FOR
GENERAL PURPOSE

Capacity: 37 Gals.
No. 1: Special brass, alloy.

Agricultural Spraying and Dusting Equipment,
Flame Throwers, and Oil Cans.

WEIGHT EMPTY
SPRAYING. 12 LBS, NETT

FLAME moved on over the

9
SPRAYER & @ ’ THROWER years.
eq.g A2 These
§ THE NEW 51 DETACKAZLE pUMA B . g =

advertisements from
1948.

The horse drawn
- formats above would
& FLAME THROWER reflect that a lot of
pATENT BACKREST orchard spraying was
FOR done by hand held
COMBATING NOXIOUS
WEBDS AND INSECT hoses and wands.
SR The horse would
Capacity: 33 Gals.
move along by

Range

Includes:

eg®”

CAPACITY
8T011LBS.__

WADE 10 WELLKNOUN" S0es™ hour. direction as

Consumption: 25 Gals. per

™
No. 2: Lead coated brass A . . .
alloy. ' STANDARD OF DESIGN AND WORKMANSHIP Fuodl: Fuel oil.
necessary.

OBTAINABLE FROM ALL LEADING HARDWARE STORES. MADE IN AUSTRALIA




