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Vale Mal Hopkins 
 

Mal was a foundation member of 
TRACS. 

 
He was one of the original members 
present at the inaugural meeting held 
on 9th Feb 1999 to seek expressions of 
interest in forming a group of people 
interested in tractors. This followed on 
from a tractor pull held the previous 
Sept as part of Red Cliffs Big Lizzie fes-
tival. 
 
The Club was duly formed with Mal 
taking on the roll of chairman until the 
first AGM in Aug of that year.  Mal 
went on to hold that position for the fol-
lowing 12 years.  A few years later he 
was one of the first two to be awarded 
life membership (Ian Hinks is the oth-
er) 
 
Whilst he only had a few tractors him-
self, he spent a lot of time in the back-

ground working for the club.   An electrician by trade he was always on hand to help 
with power and lighting etc. 
  
Following retirement, and losing his wife Rosemary, Malsô health deteriated and has 
spent the last few years in Jacaranda village. A special thanks to his daughter Joe for 
keeping us and Mal informed with his health and the Clubs activities. 
 
We extend our condolences to Malôs children, grand and great grand children. 



2023 Subscriptions are Dueðand 
thanks to those who have already paid. 

 
The membership has been set at $65ð
with a discount to $50 for the 2nd mem-
ber of the same family, $40 for juniors 
and $45 if the NHMA insurance is paid 

at another club. 
 

Payment can be made by cheque to 
TRACS, PO Box 569 Irymple or by 
transfer to the TRACS Bank Account 

at The Bendigo Bank.   
BSB  633-000   

Account Number 10963 1358 
Please use your name as the Transfer 
Reference so Michael can identify who 

has paid. 
 

Any member who is óunfinancialô and 
has vehicles on Club Plates has their 
Registration and Insurance automati-
cally invalidated by Vicroads or NSW 

RTA 

The June meeting was held at The Irymple Bowling Club.  37 members and 1visitor in attendance. 
 
The proposed trip to Nullawil has been postponed until after the Football Season. This year the 
Nullawil team is doing very well and most of the district is involved in some way. 
 
An alternative is a trip to The Werrimal Hotel for lunch on Sunday 23rd of July which Frank 
Wallace is coordinating.  Thanks Frank. 
 
A working bee was held on 18th of June at Wilga Road.  As the photos later in the newsletter 
show, good progress was made. 
 
Thanks to Dave Beard for his bobcat and auger and to all members who attended.  Phil Muir de-
livered another 3 loads of fill which were used to widen the main access road. 
 
It is likely there will be another working bee on the Sunday following the next meeting in July. 
 
Latest information is that the shed should be ready for pickup in mid July. 

VicRoads have advised of a printing error on Club Permit Renewalsðas detailed below. 
This has happened to TRACS members.  Please check any recent renewals. 

 
"VicRoads are aware that a small number of club permit holders have received an incorrect club permit 

renewal notice, reflecting incorrectly a 2023 expiry.  
This error impacted renewals with an expiry between 1 and 25 July 2024. 

Impacted customers are still able to use this notice for payment of their club permit. Once paid, VicRoads 
will issue the correct label for your vehicle and logbook.  

VicRoads will be writing to impacted customers and will be re-issuing renewal notices with the correct 
dates." 



The old ramp has been removed. 
 
The new ramp is finished other than the 
addition of some guide rails and steps 
for access and safety. 
If anyone knows of any surplus guide 
rails or steps could you let us know. 
 
Thanks to Bryan Hamilton and Phil 
Moser for assisting and also to Forbes 
Wilson and Millewa Quarries for their 
contributions to The Wilga Road Project 



Works continued at Wilga Road.   
Posts were installed for the new fencesð
with Dave Beardôs bobcat and auger doing 
the hard work. 
The 6ò auger only managed to find 1 pipe.  
Pity it was a big oneéé.. 
Some other plumbing was repaired and 
works on the toilet block commenced with 
all doors rehung to open outwards. 
Thanks to all involved. 


