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Our next
meeting is on
Wednesday
14th February
at The Irymple
Bowling Club
commencing at
7.30pm.

Les Gates will
 bea guest
speaker at our
next meeting.

His father was
involved in

bringing Big Liz-
zie to Red Cliffs.

In the photo at top left, the only identification we have is that of Charles Crofts standing at right.

Can anyone add to this?

Any suggestions for future guest speakers would be welcome.




TRACS—What’s On in The Next Year or So.

February 2024

o 3rd and 4th—Glenelg Vintage Machinery Rally—feature is 75 yrs of Chamberlain
° 3rd and 4th—Trafalgar Heritage Vehicle and Machinery display

® Sunday 11th Feb—Picnic at Hanging Rock Classic Car Show.

. Wednesday 14th—TRACS meeting 7.30pm at Irymple Bowls Club. Guest Speaker on Big Lizzie.
° Sunday 18th—likely working bee at Wilga Road

March 2024

o Sunday 10th —Clunes Truck Show

o Saturday 16th —Lower Murray Heritage Rally and Tractor Pull at Murray Bridge
° Wednesday 13th —TRACS Meeting 7.30 pm at Irymple Bowls Club.

. Sunday 24th—Booleroo Steam and Traction Rally

April 2024

° Wednesday 13th—TRACS meeting at Irymple Bowls Club. 7.30pm start.

° 25th to 28th—Dareton Coomealla Centenary

° 26th to 28th April—NHMA National Tractor Convention at Deniliquin

May 2024

° 4th/5th May Ronaldson Tippett rally at Lake Goldsmith

o 17th and 18th May—Mildura Field Days

July 2024

e 6th and 7th—Wentworth Junction Rally—check the website www.junctionrally.com
August 2024

° 9th to 11th—TRACS Australian Day—feature 75 years of Chamberlain

October 2024

o TRACS Tractor Pull—date to be confirmed

o 4th to 6th October— Dunmuncle Sump Oilers Rally at Murtoa

\Uhis news letter has been printed on a copier supplied by OEDigital, we thank you for your support. |
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Tractor Restoration & Appreciation Club of Sunraysia

(TRACS)

Scan QR code
with phone
camera to
view
promotional

video ——> E

Club venue:
436 Wilga Rd, Red Cliffs,

Mildura, Vic.
Celebrating 75 years
Australia’s first Chamberlain tractor rolled off the production line

CALL FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST IN
PARTICIPATION

Name i o fin oo NP ol
Mobile Post Code

Camping Bush style camping at club grounds for those bringing  Yes / No
tractors or exhibit 436 Wilga Rd Red Cliffs

Fri. 9 Aug Day Tractor Trek - including two vintage tractor Yes / No
collections : start-finish 436 Wilga Rd

Sat. 10 Aug Day Tractor Trek to Colignan, lunch & Murray paddle Yes / No
boat cruise : start-finish 436 Wilga Rd

Sat. 10 Aug  Evening social event with fully catered meal in new  Number for
big shed at cost ; 436 Wilga Rd meal

Sun. 11 Aug Australia Made Day (bring anything made in Oz) & No. of Cham-
Chamberlain Tractor Pull demonstration event at 436 berlains in
Wilga Rd S5 entry per adult—kids free pull

Anytime Visit Big Lizzie, not a Chamberlain, but arguably Aus-

tralia’s biggest made tractor; Red Cliffs—free to public
By 31 May; complete form, scan or take pic & send to; milduratracs@gmail.com
Note; this is an EOl only; we will contact you before the event to confirm n

Follow us on Facebook and club web page for updates
www.tracsmildura.com.au




The Tales of our 2 Sunshine Strippers and a Sunshine Header.

Thanks to Else Kennedy and her colleagues from ABC Mlldura for thls year’s Facebook clip.

Thanks also to Bryan Hamilton, Leigh Donovan and Alec McCracken for the machines.

As mentioned at our last meeting,
the ABC Facebook story on our
2023 harvest has again gone Viral.
And this year, Global.

As | write this report there have
been 514,000 views of the clip—
mostly through the ABC Horsham
page.

Other Facebook stats include
10,300 ‘likes’ of the page and over
600 comments.

Some of the comments are repro-
duced here. The vast majority
were from people who appreciat-
ed seeing the old machines work-
ing. They remembered either
themselves or their fathers/
uncles/ grandfather’s etc using
similar machines.

A significant number of the com-
ments came from overseas. Lots
from the US but also Europe, South
Africa and even Turkey and Roma-
nia.

Well done to everyone involved.

As many of you know, | love old rusty machinery. These fellow have
brought back to lifr these old headers. How wonderfully clever they
are.

Got photo of my grandfather on one of these with 6 draft horses
pulling it in 1923 near Pittsworth on the Darling Downs

We had a May Bros (designed to be horse drawn, ground driven)
that we used for harvesting barley and wheat for onfarm use. |
remember Dad on harvester adjusting comb height & steering
it, Mum driving tractor pulling it and me as kid (about up to
about 10 yo or so) riding in grain box and stopping grain from
piling up against inlet chute.

Once | could reach tractor pedals, | was promoted to driving
tractor ....until the dear old machine was pensioned off to spend
rest of its days in Millicent Museum farm machinery collection.

Who says an 80 year old can't work, I'm 85 and still at it every
day...!

Must be getting old. that's the harvester | used when | was a
kid. Towed by a kerosene Ferguson

Sunshine Harvester, Invented by Headlie Taylor at Henty NSW.
Drop in and see his blacksmith shop on display at Henty near
the railway station. Sold the rights to McKay at Sunshine in Vic-
toria. It is incorrectly written in some areas that McKay invent-
ed the header #HeadlietaylorMuseum

Absolute legends. Good to see these old machines do a little
work instead of a static museum display.

Classic-A Walk back in Time well done Mildura tractor and ma-
chinery club. We would love to see you joining us next year at
Croppa Creek




| had the great honour of farming
with both the Sunshine AL Harvester
and Sunshine Header in the 1950/
60s.

My Father started in 1924 with a 6
foot Sunshine WA harvester then an 8
foot Model drawn by 6 Horses . In
1939 he purchased the AL Harvester
and a Little English Fordson. 1949 saw
the purchase of the Fordson Major
tractor ,but still the AL harvester. The
Header was purchased 2nd Hand for
harvesting Lupins at our Mogumber
sand plain property. These machines
fell away to a 40 KA Chamberlain Trac-
tor and an International A81 Header.

| wouldn't normally be interested in
seeing 80 year old strippers but this is
great.

Yes the Sunshine that we inherited
with the farm still had its original
manual which said "draw the horses
into the field and hold them steady".
In our case in the early years it would
have been a grey Fergie or an MF35

Two 80 year old strippers ,luv it S

A century-year-old tractor just
became the most expensive
tractor ever sold.

The 1913 CASE 30-60 mod-
el tractor sold at an auction
house in lllinois for a whop-
ping US$1.47 million. It's one
of only five left; the other four
are either in museums or pri-
vate collections.

The 1913 CASE 30-60 is one of
just five that still exist, making
the model highly sought after
by antique tractor enthusiasts.




Thanks to the TRACS members who were at
the working bee on the 14th of January.

The grounds were very neat by the time the
sausages were ready for lunch.

ks, our daily bread originates with the wheat;
wheat which makes Australia the fifth greatest
wheat-exporting country, and which brings to
north-west  Victoria so many of the golden
guineas which the golden grain grows into.
Northern Victoria lies within the main grain belt,
which curves 2,000 miles across the Continent,
and nestles so lovingly in the warm dry plains
of the Wimmera, Mallee and Northern Districts.
Victoria’s wheat yield ranges from 40 to 60
million bushels, and represents about one-quarter
of the entire Australian crop, and this yield comes
from the top figure of up to 60 bushels an acre
in the Wimmera down to the low figure of some-
times only six bushels to the acre from the drier

Harvesting wheat in the Mallee, January, 1954.

parts of the Mallee, where the incidence
rain is actually of greater importance
the actual average annual rainfall.

Modern machinery, with tractors a
running into a cost of over £3,000, tends to be-
come standard equipment, and the horse teams of
but a few short years ago become more and more
of a rarity.

Science continues to produce more and more
varieties suited to the Jower rainfall areas, and
these, allied to scientific use of fertilizers, enable
even the driest of the dry areas to farm wheat
on a sound, payable basis. Oats, maize and bar-
ley are of new-found importance, but wheat re-
mains pre-eminent in Victoria’s golden harvest.

{47}

At Wentworth, Peter Atkinson
has some surplus equipment for
sale. Contact Terry McGauchie
on 0428 116 339




NHMA Golden Safety Rules 2

NHMA Safety Management System provides guidelines to ensure a high level of safety for our activities. The
guidelines apply to all participants during all club events and activities. Below is a high-level summary of points
essential to ensure compliance with the Safety Management System and maintain your and the public’s safety.

= Rally Co-ordinator - Is responsible for the control of all exhibits and must ensure a documented rally risk
assessment is carried out in conjunction with daily toolbox meetings.

= |nsurance and Age Limits - The minimum age for machinery exhibitors is 10 years and all exhibitors
must have appropriate public liability insurance.

= Clothing - Appropriate clothing and footwear should be worn at all times.

= Exhibit Placement - All powered mechanical exhibits must be fenced. The 1.5 away from the fence and 1
metre between exhibits rule should be followed as a minimum with flywheel and belt operation parallel
to the compound fence.

= Unloading and loading- Ensure adequate space and the suitability of winches etc. being used. Do not
hold onto suspended loads during loading/unloading exhibits but rather use a tag line.

= Licensing -Where applicable exhibitors and participants must be appropriately high risk licenced and
pressure vessels certified.

= Public Entry to Compounds - Non-insured persons may enter compounds at the discretion of the rally
coordinator provided that they are appropriately inducted and escorted at all times.

= Exhibit Supervision and Refuelling -Operating exhibits must be attended at all times by a person

capable of safely operating the device. Internal combustion engines must not be refuelled while
operating.

= Belt Starting -Loose belt starting of an exhibit from a running engine is prohibited.

=  Hazard Consideration - Particular care should be given to the potential hazards of displays:
- Drive belts, Drive chains & Drive shafts (Entanglement)
- Gearing, cogs, Wheels (Crushing & Entrapment)
- Blades, spikes, cutters, propellers (Cutting & Crushing)
- Exhausts, cooling water, fuel & other chemicals (Burns)
- Excess noise

= Alcohol & lllicit Drugs - Must not be consumed in compounds or while operating machinery.
»  Tractor Activities - Only permitted in a public excluded areas. Passengers are not allowed unless there is
an allocated seat. Modified tractors are not permitted to take part in NHMA insured tractor pulls.

=  Driver Qualification - Tractor operators must be appropriately licenced or accepted as competent by the
Rally organisers.

=  Moving Tractors In Public Rally Spaces - Restricted to walking pace under a marshal’s supervision.

= Public Roads - Tractors operated on public roadway must comply with State or Territory registration,
insurance and licencing requirements.

=  Static Tractor Displays - May be displayed outside compounds provided that unauthorized access is
managed, and that the vehicle is rendered inoperative and in a stationary condition.

Peter Garnham
President NHMA

For the latest copy of this checklist please visit the NHMA Website at nhma.com.au



Inc # AO038764N

TRACTOR RESTORATION & APPRECIATION CLUB SUNRAYSIA

MEETING OPENED:  7.30pm

PREVIOUS MINUTES: Taken as read and correct Moved : R Carter

Sec D Richardson. Carried

BUSINESS ARISING  Nil

CORRESPONDENCE - Inwards

1 HCVC Dec Monitor

2 Invitation Trafalga Truck restorers 3-4 Feb

3 Invitation Quambatook Working day 27-28Jan
4 NSW HMA Bulletin 15/23

5 Seasons Greetings from NHMA

6 Induction forms for Maitland Steam fest

7 Renewal notice HCVC

8 Deniliquin Collectors club Nov & Dec News
Outwards Nil

Moved P Newton, Sec B Fox that correspondence be accepted.

Carried

BUSINESS ARISING: Nil

TREASURERS REPORT Tabled

Receipts $490.05 Expenses $348.96

Michael advised of amendment to last months Report.

Moved M O’Callaghan that report be accepted

Sec D Lee Carried

General Business

(a)

Acceptance of New Members Murray Green Moved A
Whyte Sec P Newton  Carried L Dichiera also visiting

(b) Clearing Sales Ken hasn’t been to any but has eyes on some-

thing

(c) Restoration Activities

Bob Fox's FE painted

Minutes of Meeting 10th Jan 2023 at IBC

A Whyte started reassembling Land Rover
P Johnson still looking for some Chamberlain parts
J Porker still working on truck
(d) Additional Purchases Nil disclosed
(e) Newsletter All Good
(f) Wilga Road.
Working Bee this Sunday 14th to clear weeds
Suggested we use clip lock from down back to
put veranda across front of new shed,. Posts out
3 mtr with up to 900mm o/hang permitted. Posts
at 6mtr spacing and west end enclosed.
Front fence and side enclosure fence to be done.
Log seats have been removed and steel seats
made from C section to go in after veranda done.
Tanks are in place and just to be connected.
Thanks Max Hunt for fill, Dave, Danny, Bryan and Phil J put up.
(g) TRACS Website Having difficulty getting updates accepted
(h) NSW Registrar Nil. Need to look at changing Name at NSW Office.
(i) Vic Registrar Lots of renewals
(j) Future Club Events
Working Bee This Sun 14th 9,00am BBQ follow
Wentworth Junction Rally June 2024
Chamberlain Tractor muster/All Aust day 2024
Suggested Shed Crawl| 9th Aug
Trek to Colignan 10th for lunch on Roberts Boat.
and Catered tea that night at Wilga Rd
Tractor Pull for Chamberlains on 11th along with
Made in Aust Day display (possible Dried fruit theme)
Date to be set for next years Tractor Pull.
(k) Any Other Business
503,000 hits so far on our harvest day, lots abroad.
Alan McK suggested we look at a club bus trip.
Les Gates has offered to come and talk on Big Liz
Donny Arnold gave report on recent West Coast
of SA trip.
Next Meeting 14th Feb at IBC

Meeting closed 8.40pm



