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Next Meeting Wednesday 10th April , 7.30pm at The Irymple Bowling
Club.

And, as shown below, the shed verandah is progressing well. Thanks to

Bryan Hamilton and Phil Johnson.

Annual TRACS Subscriptions are now due.
As resolved at the last meeting these have been increased to $70—with the increase largely cover-
ing the increased cost of postage for The Newsletter.

A member who has NHMA equivalent insurance elsewhere is $55 (but you must detail the alter-
native coverage), membership within the same family at the same address $50 and Junior Mem-
bership at $45
The preferred method of payment is by direct deposit to the TRACS Bank Account—AND WITH
YOUR NAME AS THE TRANSFER REFERENCE.

TRACS Bank Account is with the Bendigo Bank—BSB 633 000 and Account number 1096 31358

Alternatively, payment can be by cheque to PO Box 569 Irymple 3498—or by cash at a meeting.

And the usual note—current financial membership is a mandatory requirement for Vehicle Club
Registration.




TRACS—What’s On in The Next Few Months.

April 2024

o 6th and 7th—Mallee Annual Vintage rally and Tractor Pull at Woorinen

Wednesday 10th—TRACS meeting at Irymple Bowls Club. 7.30pm start.

Sunday 14th—likely working bee at Wilga Road

Thursday 25th to Sunday 28th—Dareton Coomealla Centenary. See facebook page for details.

Saturday 27th—Coomealla Centenary Parade. Assemble at the Coomealla Club carpark from 8am for a
9.30 start

° 26th to 28th—NHMA National Tractor Convention at Deniliquin

May 2024

D 4th/5th May Ronaldson Tippett rally at Lake Goldsmith
o Wednesday 8th—TRACS Meeting

o 17th and 18th —Mildura Field Days

July 2024
o 6th and 7th—Wentworth Junction Rally—check the website www.junctionrally.com
° Wednesday 10th—TRACS Meeting

August 2024
o 9th to 11th—TRACS Australian Day—feature 75 years of Chamberlain
. Wednesday 14th—TRACS Meeting

September 2024

. Tuesday 3rd to Thursday Sth—Harry Ferguson Trek passing through Mildura. See Danny for details.
. Wednesday 11th— TRACS Meeting

October 2024

o 5th and 6th —Ivanhoe Truck and Tractor Show.

. 4th to 6th — Dunmuncle Sump Oilers Rally at Murtoa
. Wednesday 9th—TRACS Meeting.

o Saturday 12th —Tractor Pull at Wilga Road.

The Coomealla Centenary is on Friday 26th to Sunday 28 April

The main parade is on Saturday 27th—with departure from the Coomealla Club Carpark at 9.30am. As-
semble from 8am.

The full agenda is on the Coomealla Centenary Facebook page.

TRACS will be entered as a participant in the parade—but note all vehicles will require club registration
or equivalent or a NSW RMS permit. A fire extinguisher must be carried.

1pm — 4pm Open displays—Fox Lillie—Western Murray Coomealla Pumps - Men in A Shed— Elizabeth
Morrison Dolls—Early Settlers Museum .

This will b e the first opening of The Early Settlers Museum in The Old Coomealla Packers Building.

\Uhis news letter has been printed on a copier supplied by OEDigital, we thank you for your support. ”
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NHMA'S STANCE ON MODIFIED TRACTORS AND TRACTOR PULLS
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e o From Frank Wallace, an innova-

tive new use for a Grey Ferguson.
Make it into a roller.

And below, a screen shot from
Ian McWilliam’s latest ‘Frames
of History’ movie clip.

A Fordson and 2 Bulldogs tack-
ling mallee scrub.

QR code at bottom left. Well
worth a look.



Danny Lee has been researching the use of Fergu-
son tractors in a New Zealand expedition to the
South Pole in 1957.

He gave a brief talk at our last meeting and re-
ferred to a movie of the trip.

The QR code to link to this video is included here.
Its well worth a look.

The information below sourced from The New
Zealand MOTAT Museum.

On 14 October 1957, a team of
Kiwi men set off from New
Zealand’s newly built Scott
Base, on three modified farm
tractors and a Weasel snow ve-
hicle in support of the Com-
monwealth Trans-Antarctic Ex-
pedition’s attempt to cross the
Antarctic continent via the
South Pole.

Led by Sir Edmund Hillary, the
tractor party, along with four
dog sledding teams and airborne
support from a Beaver aircraft,
and at lower altitudes an Auster,
was a vital part of the crossing
attempt.

The New Zealand party was re-
sponsible for setting depots that
would provide essential supplies
of food and fuel for Sir Vivian
Fuchs’ party, who began the
demanding traverse from Brit-
ain’s Shackleton Base on the
other side of the continent on 24
November 1957, and for laying
a trail for Fuchs’ party to follow
on the final leg of their journey
to Scott Base.

The Trans-Antarctic Expedition
was not just an attempt to make
the first overland crossing of the
frozen continent. Fuchs, a Brit-
ish geologist, wanted to estab-
lish whether the Antarctic conti-
nent was one, or in fact, two
continents and the expedition
connected with the International
Geophysical Year 1957-58 pro-
gramme, with scientists among
the expedition members and sig-
nificant research carried out.

The first use of Ferguson tractors in Antarctica was in 1954 by the
Australian team establishing the continent’s first permanent base,
and there had also been significant work done in Norway on con-
verting the tractors for use in snow.

Five Ferguson TE-20 tractors were brought south with the New
Zealand party, painted bright red rather than the factory grey to al-
low them to be more easily seen in the Antarctic landscape, espe-
cially from the air. One of these is now a much-treasured part of
MOTAT’s collection, with a second in the Canterbury Museum
collection.

Fuchs had originally planned for the New Zealanders to have two
tractors, however after taking the opportunity to trial a Ferguson
tractor in the conditions in late 1955, as part of the advance party to
establish Britain’s Shackleton Base, Hillary saw the usefulness of
the tractors for his expedition and set about both sourcing more and
learning all he could about their use and limitations on snow and
ice.

The initial team of four drivers was Hillary, Mulgrew, Ellis and
Ron Balham, a biologist and meteorologist. The three Ferguson
tractors were accompanied by a Weasel lent by the American Op-
eration Deep Freeze based at McMurdo Station, and they were fol-
lowed by two dog teams, with the two other dog teams later airlift-
ed to meet them at the site of the first depot.




Tractor Restoration & Appreciation Club of Sunraysia

Scan QR code
with phone
camera to
view
promotional
video ——>

cHAMBERLAIN

or Club venue:
lla 436 Wilga Rd, Red Clffs,
’ Mildura, Vic.

Celebrating 75 years
Australia’s first Chamberlain tractor rolled off the production line

CALL FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST IN
PARTICIPATION

Name @ io0 aia o 5 00 b S
Mobile Post Code

Camping Bush style camping at club grounds for those bringing  Yes / No
tractors or exhibit 436 Wilga Rd Red Cliffs

Fri. 9 Aug Day Tractor Trek - including two vintage tractor Yes / No
collections : start-finish 436 Wilga Rd

Sat. 10 Aug Day Tractor Trek to Colignan, lunch & Murray paddle Yes / No
boat cruise : start-finish 436 Wilga Rd

Sat. 10 Aug Evening social event with fully catered meal in new  Number for
big shed at cost ; 436 Wilga Rd meal

Sun. 11 Aug Australia Made Day (bring anything made in Oz) & No. of Cham-
Chamberlain Tractor Pull demonstration event at 436 berlains in
Wilga Rd S5 entry per adult—kids free pull

Anytime Visit Big Lizzie, not a Chamberlain, but arguably Aus-
tralia’s biggest made tractor; Red Cliffs—free to public

By 31 May; complete form, scan or take pic & send to; milduratracs@gmail.com

Note; this is an EOIl only; we will contact you before the event to confirm n

Follow us on Facebook and club web page for updates
www.tracsmildura.com.au




| Thanks to Ian Hinks for this Report.

CLUNES ANNUAL TRUCK SHOW
Labour Day Weekend 2024

The weekend forecast promised a hot one — and it certainly was. Nevertheless
there were many large vehicles which braved the conditions and arrived in all
their glory.




The hot weather seemed to deter many older vehicles as there were very few of
them in attendance.

However the day was well patronized and as well as trucks on display, there
was the usual display of photographed vehicles with the usual myriad types of
loads, in the pavilion.

The heat showed no sign of mitigation, and quite a few of the older vehicles
’flew the coop’, so to speak.( They perhaps, had no air conditioners aboard?)

And a Hudson snuck in under cover !!! At a truck show ??



TRACTOR RESTORATION & APPRECIATION CLUB SUNRAYSIA

Inc # AO038764N

MEETING OPENED: 7.30pm
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PREVIOUS MINUTES: Taken as read and correct
Moved : R Carter Sec D Lee. Carried
BUSINESS ARISING

Nil

CORRESPONDENCE

Inwards

NHMA invoice $20

Trafalga Truck restorers Feb newsletter
Membership Application R Mattschoss
Deniliquin Collectors club March New
PO Box renewal

D AW =

Outwards
1 Application Mildura Field days

Moved P Newton, Sec A McGauchie that corre-
spondence be accepted.  Carried

BUSINESS ARISING:
Nil

TREASURERS REPORT
Tabled
Receipts
Expenses

261,50
355,76

Moved M O’Callaghan that report be accepted
Sec P Moser Carried
Next years subs discussed
A McGauchie moved that subs be increased to $70
Sec P Moser Carried.
Michael calculated
Member with insurance elsewhere 55.00
Same family membership at same address
50.00

Junior membership 45.00

Minutes of Meeting 13th March 2024 at IBC

General Business
(a) Acceptance of New Members
Rod Mattschoss Moved P Newton
Sec Bob Fox  Carried
(b) Clearing Sales/Auctions
Nil
(¢) Restoration Activities
A few Chamberlains are being worked on.
(d) Additional Purchases
Eddie Borchard is preparing a MF148 for trekking
(e) Newsletter
All Good
(f) Wilga Road.
Working Bee this Sunday 17th
Front Verandah in progress
Front fence and side enclosure fence ongoing
Electrical requirements being looked at by P
Johnson
(g) TRACS Website
OK
(h) NSW Registrar
Nil.
(i) Vic Registrar
Lots of renewals
(j) Future Club Events
Working Bee This Sun 17th 9,00am BBQ follow
Coomy Centenary parade April 27th
Mildura Field Days 17/18th May
Wentworth Junction Rally  6/7th July
Chamberlain Tractor muster/All Aust day 2024
August 9-11th
Suggested Shed Crawl 9th Aug
Trek to Colignan 10th for lunch on Roberts Boat.
and Catered tea that night at Wilga Rd
Tractor Pull for Chamberlains on 11th along with
Made in Aust Day display (possible Dried fruit
theme)
Harry Ferguson Trek Aug 19th to Septl3th
In Mildura 3/4 Sept
Tractor Pull Sat 12th Oct.
(k) Any Other Business
D Lee gave brief talk on the grey T20 Fergy’s goi
ng to Antartica. Specially fitted with tracs for the
1250 mile trek across continent in 1955 to 58.

Frank Wallace advised of MF35 and slasher for
sale

Dimasi Shed Alan and Bryan have had talks with

family and will leave up to them our involvement

Next Meeting Wed 10th April 7.30 at IBC
Meeting Closed 8.10pm



